
Architectural Committee - FAQ 

Is the Architectural Review committee new? No, it was in the past run by CCDC 

with membership from the town. The town is going to assist with the 

implementation and selection of members. This is at the request of CCDC. We 

have re-written the guidelines and governance of the committee to make it more 

open and to provide an appeal process in the event a request is denied. We are 

also creating response time requirements to ensure a timely review of 

submissions. 

Will the Architectural committee be used to go after changes already made to 

people property? – No, the Architectural Committee is to review new proposed 

changes to people’s property. Until the Architectural Committee is implemented, 

changes should be submitted to CCDC for review. 

Will the update to the covenants or the Architectural committee deal with 

people using lots that are not theirs? No, the use of property that is not yours is 

not an issue the town has standing in. All but a few of the lots are owned by the 

Cochiti Pueblo or in a few instances by individuals who have leased lots but 

chosen not to build on them at this time. As in any community, this would be 

considered trespass and is an issue with the owner/sublease holder and the 

person trespassing on the property.  

I’ve heard the Architectural Committee was not very responsive and approvals 

were based on who knew whom.  Will that be the case?  We are making the 

submission process to the architectural committee simpler, and more responsive.  

The Architectural Committee is required to follow the Protective Covenants that 

are in effect at the time of submission. 

Will I be able to get verbal approvals?  No, all requests and responses will be in 

writing with appropriate document retention for future reference. 

My neighbor has a noisy dog.  Will the Architectural Committee be able to 

address that?  No, those types of issues will be handled by the Zoning and 

Ordinance Committee. 

Do I have to get approval for doing maintenance on my home or remodeling the 

interior?  The current covenants to not require approval for maintenance.  As for 



an interior remodel, the current covenants only require that appropriate building 

permits are obtained if required and that building codes are adhered. 

1. How are members of the Architectural Committee selected?  Proposed 
regular voting members will be self-nominated by providing a letter of 
interest, including brief biographical information and identification of 
potential conflicts of interest.  Proposed members must be sublessees in 
good standing with CCDC and the Town of Cochiti Lake: Sublease Fees, 
Infrastructure Fund (ITF Assessment), town taxes. 

 

 



Covenants updates – FAQ 

Why are we doing these updates? – The updates were written in the 1970’s for a 

retirement community of 30,000 people. This is not what we are. They also do not 

reflect today’s technology, for example, solar panels.  There are 5 different sets of 

covenants that cover the various Units of the town.  We are trying to give people 

greater flexibility with their property, while maintaining the property values in our 

community.  Additionally we would like to emphasize community cooperation 

and awareness. 

Will the covenants be more difficult to follow? – No, in addition to possibly 

giving people more flexibility with their homes, we are trying to simplify the 

covenants, making them easier to understand.  

Why doesn’t CCDC or the Town Assembly just change the covenants?  The 

Protective Covenants of Cochiti Lake are owned by the various sub-lease holders 

of the community regardless if they live here or in another location.  The Town 

Assembly does not represent the sub-lease holders that are not registered to vote 

in Sandoval County.  CCDC’s role in the covenants is that of serviceability. 

I never got a copy of the Protective Covenants at closing.  Where can I get a 

copy?  Copies are available: 

 http://www.cochitilake.org  

 Town Library 

 Town Administrator 

 

 

http://www.cochitilake.org/

